NO. 121, UNDER THE HILLSIDE

thing of Chinese character will readily appreciate.
It was carrying the Chinese game of " cheek"
to the fullest strategic victory. Again the
nimble-minded Lilliputian outwitted the clumsy
colossus. Nor was this "sit-in" game without
something of excitement, for rumors were con-
tinually circulating through the settlement as to
what action against Sun would be murderously
taken by the Manchus.

Finally, in view of an extra added price put on
Sun's head, it was thought that, in spite of fear
of reprisals, Sun's obsequies were the order of
a near day. A great many people continually
were coming and going from Sun's headquarters,
and because of Sun's accessibility his demise was
deemed only the matter of a few weeks. Whether
it would be by bomb, knife, two-edged sword, or
pistol was a matter of occasional street gossip.
Street gossip also had it that Sun was constantly
shadowed and protected by a great prize-fighter
from the Loochoo Islands. The Japanese have
a high regard for the big hulking strappers from
the Loochoo Islands, perhaps because after the
Loochoo Islanders had paid tribute to both China
and Japan for many years they were finally in-
duced to forsake China for Japan and thereby
gain strong favor among the Japanese, who attrib-
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